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'In the Matter of Case No. MD-02-0827

BEFORE THE ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD

JAMES THOMAS, M.D. .
' INTERIM CONSENT AGREEMENT

Holder of License No. 17089 : .FOR PRACTICE RESTRICTION
For the Practice of Medicine
In the Sf(ate of Arizona.

INTERIM CONSENT AGREEMENT

- By m.utuaIAagreement and understanding, between the Arizona Medical Board

("Board") and James Thomas, M.D. (“Respondent”) the parties agree to the following
interim disposition of this matter. |

1. "Respondent acknowledges that he has read and understands thie Interim
Consent Agreement and the stipuleted_ Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order.
Respondent acknowledges that he understands he has the right to consuit with legal
counsel regarding this...r.natter and has done so or. chooses not to eo Sso. -

2. Respondent understands that by entering “into th_is' Interim Consent
Agreement for the issuance of the foreéoing Order, he voluntarily relinquishes any rights to |
a nearing or judicial review in state or federal court on the matters alleged, or to challenge
this Interim Consent Agreement and the Order in its entirety as issued by the Board, and
waives any other cause of action related thereto o;'.arising from said Order. .

3. 'Reepondent acknowledges and understands thaf this Interim Consent
Agreement and the Order will not become eﬁedive until signed by the Executive Director.

4, All admissions made by Respondent are selely for interim disposition of this
matter and any subsequent related administrative proceedings or civil litigation involving_
the Board and Respondent. Therefore, said admissions by Respondent are not intended

or made for any other use, such as in the context of another state or federal govei'nment
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regulstory agency proceeding, civil ar ertmi
nnymhor state orhd-rni court.

Agreement and Onrder haa not yst been

this doeumont (ar @ uapymonantomeaomis
revnlc ‘acceptance ‘of the interim Co
interm Consant Aqn-mont and Order ara ineffective and void uniess

by the parties.
8. Raspondent futher undmhnda that this Interim Consent Agrécmom and

Order, anca eppraved and signoed, shafl constifute » public reoord documant that mey be

publicty disseminsted a¢ @ formal action of the Board.
7. If any pan-of the interim Conssnt Agreement and ovuafls hurd-dnmdvnld

ormﬂnonhmabh hnmcmdefo{moOrdarm its &

5. ' Respondent acknowisdges and agrees that, sithough sakd
lssuad by the Exscutive Direator, Regpondent may

not rnake any modificaticns fo the dosurnent. Upan signing this agrapment, and retuming
Execitiva Diractor, Respondent may not

naant Agresment and Order. Any madifications to this

ntirety shall remain n force

inal court proceeding, In the State of Arizona o

»

[ntetim Cansent

rrartually approved
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FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The'Boerd is tne duly constituted authority for the regulation and controi of
the practlce of allopathic medicine in the State of Arizona.
2. Respondent is the holder of Llcense No. 17089 for the practice of aliopathlc
medicine in the State of Arizona.
3:  Sometime after December 25, 2002 the Board was informed that nursing
staff at Flagstaff Medical Center believed that Respondent was under the influence of
alcohol when he delivered a baby in the early inorning hodrs of December 25, 2002. )
4, Respondent subsequently underwent an evaluation for chemical
dependency at the Betty Ford Center ("Betty Ford”). Betty Ford has recommended that
Respondent undergo treatment for alcohol abuse.
5. There is a danger to the public health and safety if Respondent remains in
practice before undergoing treatment.
6. Respondent has voluntarily agreed not to practice until completing treatment

and receiving the Board's permisscon to do so. .

| ggm_u_lgmgpmvx
1. The Board possesses jurisdiction over the subject matter hereof and over
Respondent.
2. The Executive Director may enter into a consent agreement with a physician

if there is evidence of danger to the public health. and safety. A.R.S. § 32-1405(C)(25);
A.A.C. R4-16-404. |
ORDER
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. Respondent shall not practice clinical medicine or any medicine involving

direct patient care, and is prohibited from prescribing any form of treatment including
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prescriﬁtion medicationé, until Respondent affirmatively receives the Board’'s or the
Executive Director"s approval to return to the active practice of medicine. Respondent
acknowledges that the Board or the Executive Director may require' any combination of
staff approved bhysical examinations, substance abuse evaluations, psychiatric and/or|
péychologica! evaluations, or competency examinations or interview it finds necessary to
assist it in determining Respondent’s ability to return to the active practice of medicine.

2. This is an interim order a_md not-a final decision by the Board or the
Executive Director regarding the pendiné investigative file and as such is subjeci to

modification and further consideration by the Board or the Executive Director. -

I,EB-ND, EFFECTIVE this_ 7"~ dayof februeety ___, 2003.-.

_.7“ -' %g ' ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD
(SEI?":' 913 '.:"g ﬁ ;,, M A
Ov TR .
T
U A BARRYA CASSIDY, Ph.D., PAC

' Executive Director

ORIGINAL of the foregoing filed this
2% day of Smgasasy . 2003 with:

The Arizona Medical Board
9545 East Doubletree Ranch Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85258

EXECUTED COPY of the foregoing mail by -
CERTIFIED US MAIL this 252 day of Fexeare
2003 to:

Kari-Zangerle

Sanders & Parks PC

3003 N Third St., Suite 1300
Phoenix, AZ 85012-3099
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EXECUTED COPY of the foregoing mail by,
US MAIL this 2% day of Sepuss 2003 to:

-James R. Thomas, M.D.

EXECUTED COPY. of the foregoing '
hand-delivered to each of the following
this 28 day of p.wnpyx ,2003,t0:

Christine Cassetta, Assistant Attorney General
Sandra Waitt, Management Analyst
Compliance Center '

Investigations (Investigation File) -

Arizona Medical Board

9545 E. Doubletree Ranch Road

Scottsdale, AZ 85258




